18                 THE SECRET OF ASIA
in Hirabad and the massive storied buildings
in Karachi do not express the freedom of the
human soul They tell, rather, of the toil and
sufferings of men and women, of the success
achieved by the ' educated' in snatching silver
from their ignorant, helpless brethren; of the
efforts made by the landlord to give the lowest
possible wage to the labourer in the crowded
field of competition. Your red-brick houses
are built with blood-money; your massive
buildings are made by bondsmen. But look
at some of the old Hindu and Buddhist
temples; centuries have not stained them;
they look beautiful still; the builders rejoiced
in their work; they poured love and devotion
on their labour; and still in some of our villages,
where something of the old art-consciousness is
alive, you will find the craftsman setting to his
work singing songs. Is it not true that art is an
expression of the ananda, the joy which Eternal
Love has poured upon the human heart ?
Another characteristic of the Beautiful is
associated with the Sanskrit word, sawit, peace,
repose. Beauty and discord cannot dwell to-
gether ; restfulness is awakened by the truly
beautiful; beauty has a healing virtue. So of
St. Francis Xavier it has been said that the
splendour of Ms most beautiful countenance
made broken hearts serene. The artist, accord-
ing to the injunction of Indian books, was to